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General Meeting—Tuesday 1 March at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Speaker: Jules Farquhar, Herpetology Research Officer, Monash University 


Talk title: Glossy Grass Skinks and other threatened lizards of the Geelong region 


Annual General Meeting and Members Night—Tuesday 5 April at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Speaker: Andy McCauley from the ‘Save Karaaf Wetlands’ campaign 


Talk title: The impacts of excess storm water flows upon the Karaaf saltmarsh and possible solutions to the problem. 
Andy has worked tirelessly for many years to bring this growing problem to the attention of the many authorities 
responsible for preventing damage to the saltmarsh. He has agitated to bring about the changes needed to mitigate the 
problem and prevent further problems occurring as rapid urban expansion in the region leads to more storm water 
run-off from urban zones. A recently commissioned report has shown the full extent of the problem and the factors that 
created the excess flows https://thesandscommunity.com.au/karaaf-report/ 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Liz Malinowski & Stephen Fletcher, Geelong; Linden, John & Peter Young, Newtown; Denis Shandley, Drysdale; 
Hannah Aimer & Jeremy Estoppey, Bell Park; Michael Robinson & Giselle Roux, St Leonards 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We plan to run a mixture of Zoom and Room’ for club meetings, taking into account where the speaker is based and 
the time/month of year. 

Excursions are running normally and it is no longer necessary to register for excursions or use QR codes to sign in. 
For indoor meetings face masks must be worn if social distancing cannot be observed, a QR check-in (or 
written check-in) is required, and participants must be fully vaccinated. 

Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed in the 
Geelong Naturalist or the 2022 Program. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


oubmissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 28 March 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great helo—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg —to the editor. 
The editor for the April edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Alison Watson alisonw5//@gmail.com 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gfnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@gfnc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on events. 
WWW.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at bit.ly/GFNCWebinars 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelonafnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 


Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GFNCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GFNCLibrary 


The photos on the front cover by Karyn Brown, is a Brown Falcon observed on 19/2/22 during a visit to Avalon and the 
Western Treatment Plant. 


The back cover photo, taken by Bernie Lingham, shows Prickly Saltwort Sa/so/a tragus subsp. pontica (Salsola 


australis), observed growing in the sand above the high-tide mark at Edwards Point on the club excursion 20/2/22 (see 
the full report on pp.5-6). 


ΤΗΕ GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INCORPORATED 
A0013/08R 


Notice of Annual General Meeting 2022 


The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 5 April 2022 at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 


Members may join from a computer/smart phone/tablet at 


https://zoom.us/]/93748207977?pwd-ZFplcWA4ydkhmTE8wQ1dtRnhmbTdxZz09 
Meeting ID: 937 4820 7977. Passcode: AGM 


Dial in also possible on 03 7018 2005 
Agenda: 


1. Apologies. 
2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2021 AGM. (Minutes will be circulated via email prior to the meeting). 
3. Committee Report on the activities of the Club for 2021: to be published in the April 2022 Geelong Naturalist. 


4. Treasurer's Report including the presentation of the financial statements for 2021: to be published in the April 2022 
Geelong Naturalist. 


5. Election of Committee office bearers in the following order: 
a. President 
b. Vice-President 
c. Secretary 
d. Treasurer 
e. Minute Secretary 


6. Vote on the resolution to elect up to seven ordinary members of the Committee, followed by election of ordinary 
committee members. 


7. Any other business. Members to advise the Secretary of any item of business that they wish to be included on the 
agenda as ‘Other business’ by 25 March 2022. 


Call for Nominations for 2022-22 Committee 


The GFNC Committee is calling for nominations for positions on the new Committee for 2022—23. 
e [he Committee typically meets six times a year via Zoom on a Monday evening. 


e All current positions of office bearers and ordinary members of the Committee will be open for election. The 
Committee requests that members consider nominations for the various positions to help contribute to the running of 
the club's activities. In particular, we are seeking a member who is willing to take on the role of President. 


e Members over the age of 18 can nominate themselves for positions on the Committee by email to the GFNC 
Secretary info@ginc.org.au preferably by 25 March 2022, but verbal nominations will be accepted at the meeting. 


e Alternatively, members can nominate another member by emailing the GFNC Secretary and specifying the 
nominated person, who must have accepted this nomination in advance and be copied in on the nomination email. 


e [he office bearers of the Committee are: 
* President (currently vacant) 
* Vice-President (currently vacant) 
* Secretary 
* Treasurer (currently double duty with Secretary) 
* Minute Secretary 
e |n addition, there are places for several ordinary members in general committee positions. We have six ordinary 


members currently on the Committee. These members support the office bearers in the operation of the club, and 
typically have responsibility for a particular area of club business. 
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The Proliferation of Black Kite in the Geelong Region 
Richard Alcorn 


he Black Kite is a moderately common bird in the 

Geelong region. (For this article the Geelong region 
comprises the local government areas of Greater 
Geelong, Queenscliffe, Surf Coast, Colac-Otway, 
Corangamite, Golden Plains, Moorabool, Melton and 
Wyndham.) It was not always so. Belcher, in his book 
The Birds of the District of Geelong, Australia published 
in 1914, does not mention this species—so presumably 
he did not consider it to be part of the avifauna of the 
district at the time. 


Black Kites were recorded a handful of times in the 
Geelong region between 1948 and 1976 (Pescott 1983 
p. 49) and continued to be recorded occasionally 
between 1973 and 1986 (see Figure 1). 


Figure 1: Distribution of Black Kite in Victoria 1973—86. RR=Reporting 
Rate (percentage of record sheets in which a given species is 
recorded) (Emison et al. 1987) 


In 1993, the Black Kite was considered ‘Rare to very 
uncommon throughout (Victoria) ... except 
NW’ (Marchant and Higgins 1993 p. 55). 


In the first few years of this century, eBird data indicates 
that the Black Kite population in the Geelong region 
remained relatively small, concentrated on the western 
shore of Port Phillip Bay in the vicinity of Werribee (see 
Figure 2a). In the period 2005-2009 the population 
rapidly increased, as evidenced by the fact that Black 
Kites became much more frequently reported (see Table 
1 and Figure 3); and reports came from a wider area, 
including the whole western shore of Port Phillip Bay and 
the Bellarine Peninsula (see Figure 2b). Since then, the 
population has continued to expand, spreading westward | * 
across open farmland and along the coast, avoiding only - o 9 Qs x 
the heavy forests of the Otway Ranges (see Figures 2c, ed ἃ wt ο ο δν 
2d). 


2d) 2015-2019 


Figure 2: eBird maps showing locations where Black Kites were 
observed in the Geelong region 2000-2019 
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2000-2004 1057, 20; 19 


1.9 


2005-2009 1,978 
2010-2014 11,474 1176) | | 102. 


10.2 


2015-2019 45.993 6,054 


Table 1: The number of complete checklists in the eBird database for 
the Geelong region 2000-2019; the number of checklists recording 
Black Kite (observations); and the frequency with which Black Kite 
appears on checklists (ratio of observations to checklists). A complete 
checklist is one where the observer has recorded all birds that they can 
identify 


Frequency (96) 


2000-2004 2005-2009 2010-2014 2015-2019 


Figure 3: Frequency with which Black Kites were recorded on complete 
checklists in eBird for the Geelong region 2000—2019 


Large congregations of Black Kites can now be observed 
in the Geelong region (see Figure 4). According to eBird 
data, the first record of 10 or more Black Kites was 14 
seen between Lara and Werribee on 6 February 2007; 
the first count of 100 was made at the Western Treatment 
Plant, Werribee on 25 September 2013; and the highest 
count until the end of 2019, of 260, was made on 3 July 
2019, also at the Western Treatment Plant. All counts of 
100 or more Black Kites in eBird for the Geelong region 
until the end of 2019 are from, or adjacent to, the 
Western Treatment Plant. 


Highest Count 


2005-2009 2015-2019 


2010-2014 


Figure 4: The highest count of Black Kites on a single eBird checklist 


The Black Kite is now the third most frequently reported 
member of the Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles and Kites 
family) in the Geelong region (see Table 3). 


‘Species | Frequency% 
Whistling Kite ο ae 


17.8 
Swamp Harrier 15.7 
Black Kite 


13.2 
Black-shouldered Kite 


10.8 


Wedge-tailed Eagle | 84 


Brown Goshawk 


6.1 
Collared Sparrowhawk — | 22 


2.2 
opotted Harrier 1.6 


0.5 
Osprey 0.4 


oquare-tailed Kite «0.1 


Table 3: Frequency with which each species of Accipitridae 
was recorded on complete checklists in eBird in the Geelong 
region for the period 2019-2019 


Grey Goshawk 


Black Kites, unknown in the Geelong region a century 
ago, are now well established across the region. It seems 
likely that the Black Kite population will continue to 
expand in size and range across the region in coming 
years. 
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Black Kite at Curlewis, 17/8/19 


Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Fyansford and Balyang (combined Bird Group and general 
GFNC excursion)—report 


2/ January 2022 


wenty people participated in the excursion which 

began at Fyansford, a tiny town just over 5 km from 
the Geelong CBD. The original inhabitants of the region 
were the Wathaurong (Wadawurrung) People of the Kulin 
Nation for 25 000 years (Fyansford's Timeline, 
Fyansford). 


Commercialisation of the area followed European 
settlement and included the development of the Barwon 
Paper Mill, opened in 1876—much of which still stands 
today as retail shops, artists galleries and workspaces. 
This area was also famous for cement production, with 
the Portland Cement Co. Ltd commencing production in 
Fyansford in 1890. Both industries were close to the 
Barwon River and several nature walks have been 
developed around this area (Fyansford's Timeline, 
Fyansford). 


We started on the trail and walked east over several 
small bridges along the river. Some bird highlights 
included at least one light morph Little Eagle drifting 
overhead around Fyansford and stretches of the 
Moorabool and Barwon rivers in the area; a Pacific Black 
Duck with several small ducklings; two juvenile White- 
faced Herons; and two Australasian Darters in flight. 


After exploring the area, we returned to our vehicles 
mid-morning and moved on to Balyang Sanctuary, a city 
park with boundaries on Shannon Avenue and the 
Barwon River. This former grazing land was opened as a 
park in 1973 and consists of open park lands, lakes, and 
wetlands (Balyang Sanctuary, Wikipedia). After morning 
tea, we ventured out on the hunt for more birds. 


w Air 
" , 
qt 


Group listening to a short and informative presentation on 
Darters by Craig Morley, given during morning tea 
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Kerry Haddon 


oome highlights seen here were a Sacred Kingfisher; an 
Australian Hobby ‘whipping through’; and of course, 
Australasian Darters and Little Black Cormorants nesting 
at Princes Bridge. We also saw Little Pied Cormorants 
and a few Little Black Cormorants nesting at the 
oanctuary. 


In total we recorded 43 bird species. across the 
Fyansford and Balyang areas that we explored and 
enjoyed that morning. 


Full details of species observed at each site can be found 
at these eBird links: 


Fyansford: 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 101515394 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S10151 7047 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 101517051 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 101517052 


Balyang Sanctuary: 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 101517808 


Barwon River at Princes Bridge: 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 1015198392 


Thank you to all participants for the companionship and 
knowledge shared during the day. 


References: 

Balyang Sanctuary, Wikipedia, accessed 21 February 
2022 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balyang Sanctuary 

Fyansford's Timeline, Fyansford, accessed 21 February 
2022 https://www.fyansford.comf/historical-timeline 


Photos: Scott Rolph 


Edwards Point Wildlife Reserve—report 
20 February 2022 


dwards Point Wildlife Reserve is a dense area of 

woodland and saltmarsh hidden behind the back of 
ot Leonards on the Bellarine Peninsula. Edwards Point 
features a long sand spit that extends towards Duck 
Island where many shorebirds of Port Phillip Bay rest and 
feed. 


The excursion began with a presentation from Judy Sault 
from the Friends of Edwards Point Reserve group. Judy 
talked about the local group and showcased 
specially-made calendars featuring local bird species. 


The first section of the walk was dominated by woodlands 
featuring species such as Coast Teatree Leptospermum 
laevigatum, Seaberry Saltbush Rhagodia candolleana 
subsp. candolleana and Coast Beard-heath Leucopogon 
parviflorus. Coast Wirilda Acacia uncifolia, a species 
listed as threatened in the Flora and Fauna Guarantee 
Act 1988, was in full bloom making the track awash with 
yellow. The bright colours of Red-spotted Jezebels Delias 
aganippe were observed flying through the air and posing 
perfectly among the flowers of Wire-leaf Mistletoe 
Amyema preissii on the Coast Wirilda. 


Red-spotted Jezebel Delias aganippe 


Photo: Graham Possingham 


Many bird species were noted by the group while walking 
through the thick woodland, including a Golden Whistler, 
oilvereyes, Red-browed Finches and Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeaters. An extremely still and well camouflaged 
Jacky Dragon Amphibolurus muricatus was spotted 
resting on some low-lying branches. 
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Jacky Dragon Amphibolurus muricatus 


Photo: Graham Possingham 


Naomi Wells 


The group emerged from this dense woodland and 
reached the boardwalk that extends across a saltmarsh 
lagoon habitat. Although there was no water present, the 
lagoon was bright with colour from the reds and oranges 
of Beaded Glasswort Salicornia quinqueflora subsp. 
quinqueflora and Thick-head Glasswort Salicornia 
blackiana, as well as the white flowers of Frankenia 
Frankenia pauciflora and Creeping Brookweed Samolus 
repens. The group followed the inland track—a narrow 
track on the edge of this saltmarsh habitat lined by native 
grasses. More bird species were seen along this track, 
including a juvenile White-bellied Sea-eagle and breeding 
Red-capped Plovers and their chicks. 


A few members keen on investigating the grasses and 
other vegetation, spent some time exploring this area. 
Growing underneath and alongside the boardwalk and 
walking tracks was a significant volume of flowering 
oalt-couch Sporobolus virginicus, as well as a range of 
other saltmarsh plants. Later in the morning the group 
noted one specimen of an uncommon plant, Prickly 
oaltwort Sa/sola tragus subsp. pontica (Salsola australis), 
observed growing in the sand above the high-tide mark. 


The group then split after meeting the Birdlife Bellarine 
group who were also visiting the area, with some 
returning back along the beach while others continued on 
to the end of the spit. Here, overlooking Swan Island, a 
number of shorebirds were spotted including Red-necked 
otints, Bar-tailed Godwits and Sharp-tailed Sandpipers. 


e 3 
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Excursion participants looking back at Edwards Point from the spit 
Photo: Naomi Wells 


The group finally turned back to civilization and enjoyed 
the stunning clear waters of Port Phillip Bay before 
meeting up with the rest of the group to discuss the sights 
of the day. 


Full details of species observed can be found at these 
eBird links, or see the consolidated bird list on p. 6: 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 103132885 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 103128007 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 103133489 
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Bird List: 54 species 
(compiled from eBird lists submitted by Graham Possingham, Chrissy Freestone, Robyn Atkinson 
and Steve Atkinson) 


Black Swar 
Striated Fieldwren 

Galah 
Little Wattlebird 


Clean Up Australia Day—Jerringot Wetlands and Seaview Park 
sunday 6 March 2022 


This year we are conducting Clean Up Australia Day at two local areas that have long been associated with the GFNC; 
Jerringot, which has always been our main clean-up area, and Seaview Park, which is being promoted by the residents 
in the nearby streets. Help us keep the Jerringot wetland free of harmful litter and enjoy the plants, birds and views 
along the Barwon River at Seaview Park while reducing the rubbish. 


Jerringot: 9.00 a.m.—10.30 a.m. 
Meet: At the bird hide on the golf course road 
Contact: Lorraine Leversha 0400 054 311 


Seaview Park: 11.00 α.πι.- 12.00 p.m. 
Meet: Playground adjacent to the reserve between Seaview Parade and East View Parade, Belmont 
Contact: Rod Lowther 0419 633 960 


What to bring: Yourself, friends, gloves, stout shoes (gumboots and/or gaiters are useful in some places at Jerringot), 
hat, sunscreen and drinking water. Binoculars and camera would be handy at both sites. 


We will have a supply of gloves, sanitiser and some hi-viz vests but bring your own if possible. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 


tax-deductible. 
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Seeds 


iny irregular specks of brown, each a millimetre in 

length, fall from a tree. Each is a seed, and each has 
the potential to germinate and grow into a huge gum tree, 
which could live for hundreds of years. Inside each brown 
speck is a baby plant, waiting to grow. After the gum 
tree's flowers were pollinated by beetles, fertilisation 
occurred and seeds began to develop. Inside each seed, 
a tube connected the embryo to the parent plant. Each 
embryo developed the beginnings of a root, a shoot and 
its first leaves, the cotyledons. It was surrounded by a 
supply of food and protected by a hard seed coat. The 
cotyledons continued to grow until they filled most of the 
seed. Around the seeds, the base of the former flower 
hardened, became woody, and grew into a gumnut with 
valves to release the seeds. The seeds dried out and 
became dormant. The valves remained closed. The tree 
waited. 


On a recent stormy night, a small branch broke. It 
remained stuck high in the tree. Now that the gumnut's 
connection with the tree's food supply is broken, the 
valves have opened, releasing the seeds. As they fall, a 
gentle breeze catches them, and blows them down the 
valley, where they sprinkle on the ground, ready to 
germinate when conditions are right. When there has 
been sufficient rain to provide a young plant with 
moisture, the dehydrated seeds will take up water, 
expand and burst through the seed coat. The cotyledons 
hold a store of food which will move to the root. The root 
will begin to grow, to hold the small plant in place and find 
food and water. Next, the shoot will elongate. The first 
true leaves will appear. Once all the food has been drawn 
from them, the cotyledons will shrivel and fall off. The 
young gum tree will have begun its life. 


Gum trees are not the only plants that use wind to 
disperse their seeds. Daisies, which include dandelions 
and thistles, have soft hairs attached to the tops of their 
seeds, like miniature parachutes, so that they can catch 
the wind and fly long distances. The seeds are not fully 
developed when they begin their flight. It will be a few 
months before they are mature enough to germinate. 
Banksias also spread their seeds on the wind, but wait 
until a fire has passed. The woody cones keep the seeds 
safe from flames. After the fire, the valves of the cones 
open, each allowing two seeds to escape. Each seed has 
a thin black wing which allows it to fly with the wind, and 
hopefully land in a place where vegetation has been burnt 
and there is an open space and a bed of nutritious ash to 
feed the young plant. 


Water provides another easy way to move seeds, which 
is very helpful to aquatic plants and those that grow 
beside creeks and lakes. Some plants spread their seeds 


Wendy Cook 


unaided. One example is the little native geranium with 
pale pink flowers. When their seeds are ripe, they are 
released explosively, spreading a short distance away 
from their parent, so they will not be competing with it for 
food and water. 


A common method for plants to spread their seeds Is to 
make use of animals. When the pods of wattles and some 
peas mature, they crack open along their edges and 
release the seeds, which fall to the ground. Each seed is 
covered in a hard black seed coat, and has attached to It 
an aril, a nutritious lump which attracts ants. The aril is a 
good source of food, so the ants take the seeds back to 
their nest. They remove the arils and discard the seeds 
into a rubbish chamber. Here the seeds remain safe from 
other animals, perhaps for years. Eventually there will be 
enough moisture in the soil to crack the seed coat, or the 
heat of a bushfire passing above can crack it. Then a 
small wattle tree or pea bush will grow out of the ground 
beside the ants' nest. 


Another way in which seeds can be spread by animals is 
to be surrounded by a tasty fruit. Some of our local 
indigenous plants produce small fruits, which attract 
lizards, possums, wallabies and birds. Fruits soften and 
change colour when the seeds are mature. Flax lilies 
have small bright blue berries held up on stalks above 
their long narrow pointed leaves. Mistletoe fruits are 
eaten and spread by Mistletoebirds. Nodding Saltbush, 
which is a tiny creeper, and small bushes of Ruby 
oaltbush have inconspicuous flowers, but brightly 
coloured fruits. After fruits are eaten, the animal may 
travel quite a distance, before the seeds in the fruit pass 
through its gut and are deposited on the ground. 


There is a less pleasant way in which animals spread 
seeds. Bidgee-widgee plants grow round burrs, in which 
each of the numerous seeds has a few barbed spines 
pointing outwards. These catch on the fur of any passing 
animal, which later stops to pull them off. Grass seeds 
also catch in fur. The seeds of spear grasses are 
particularly sharp. They have a long twisted tail called an 
awn. When a seed lands on the ground, it waits for rain. 
Then the awn will slowly unwind, behaving like a 
corkscrew, and drilling the seed into the ground and 
planting it. Look out for them next time you are pulling 
seeds out of your pet's fur or your socks, and think about 
where you discard the seeds. You are also dispersing 
seeds for a plant. 


Published in Meredith and District News, February 2021. 
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January-February invertebrates report 


his report covers the period 14 January to 16 

February, and during that time club members 
uploaded 621 invertebrate observations to the GFNC 
Invertebrates Project. These observations lead to 235 
species being identified. Given these numbers, it is 
becoming a more difficult task each month to select 
highlights to add to the ones already faved' by members, 
but | have tried to include species that have not been 
highlighted previously or that demonstrate unusual 
invertebrate behaviours. 


Besmarch Grade a v Research Grace ^ * 


Australian Emperor Genus Cal//ipappus 


Al. 8 
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Oedaleus australis Grassland Copper 


Rod Lowther 


| recommend taking a few minutes to scroll through all the 
observations to see if you agree with the ones | have 
selected for this month. To do this click on the following 
link Invertebrate Observations. 


The species records listed below as highlights for this 
issue of the Geelong Naturalist can be accessed on 
iNaturalist from this link report highlights. 


Research Grade , v 


Passionvine Hopper 


w 


Pipinnipons fascipennis Square-ended Crab Spi... 


Red Fungus Bug Genus Acantholophus Genus Lipotriches Bottlebrush Sawfly 


Common Name | Scientific Date Location Comments Observer 
Name Observed 


Australian Orthodera 13/02/2022 | Drysdale A common species and ought to be more visible | KCI 
Garden Mantis ministralis from mid-February to end April as adults begin 


moving around to find mating partners. 


9/02/2022 | Anglesea Large attractive spider; range along the east 
coast to Rockhampton. Not so common in our 
area but no mistaking this creature with its large 
web. 
7/2/2022 Teesdale Guidebook shows the range to be east of 
Melbourne. First record in our region. Others 
seen at Dog Rocks, You Yangs, Little River and 
Inverleigh. Known to swarm. 
Copper Wood-sorrel Oxalis sp. and attended by ants. 
Imperial Jezebel | Delias 9/2/2022 Hamlyn Mistletoe are in flower and Jezebels are oKr 
| harpalyce emerging. Two peaks occur during year, [2m 
January to March and again August to October. 


Punctate Flower | Neorrhina 4/2/2022 You Yangs Most common of the Flower Chafer beetles that 

Chafer punctatum feed on nectar. The chafer beetle is unusual in 
that it flies with wing cases closed. Geelong and 
ourf Coast is the southern limit of their range 
along the east coast. 


Broad-margined | Ogyris olane 4/2/2022 You Yangs Larva feed on mistletoe species. The adult is 
μπα μμ known for its hill toping behaviour. Observed 
near Flinders Peak. 
Butterfly/ Moth Lepidoptera 4/2/2022 Fyansford While no identification has been recorded, the 
RIP anelli observation is notated as ‘larva’ to add to the 
database for future analysis. 


Bristle Fly Microtropesa 4/2/2022 You Yangs A distinctive pattern. The Bristle Fly family (54 
Sinuata species noted in iNaturalist for Victoria) are 

protelean parasites where the juveniles live as 

parasites in another invertebrate and consume 
and destroy their host to emerge as adults. 


Saint Andrew’s Argiope 
Cross Spider keyserlingi 


Eastern Oedaleus 
Oedaleus australis 


Botany Bay Chrysolopus 3/2/2022 ot Leonards This species was discovered with Captain 
Cook's arrival. Specimens collected by Joseph 
Banks are claimed to be the first insect species 
described in Australia. Found only on Acacia 
plants. 


Diamond Weevil | spectabilis 
Leaf-footed Bug | Amorbus 2/2/2022 Meredith/ Found on young yellow gum and several seen 
alternatus Morrisons of varying colour. 


Passionvine Scolypopa 1/2/2022 A sap sucker found on passion vines and [ecc 
Hopper australis related plants. 
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PCr 
RLw 
RLw 
JN 
JN 
HSc 
JN 
KCI 
WCC 
BML 


Common Scientific Name Date Location 
Name Observed 


Australian 
Emperor 


Anax papuensis 


31/01/2022 | Little River A large dragonfly, shown here with the female 
laying her eggs while a male clasps and 
controls her to stop other males fertilising her 
egg supply. 


Comments 


ocale Insect Callipappus 30/01/2022 | Anglesea Complex life cycle with these bugs emerging 
from the ground where the nymph stages are 
spent feeding on roots. Adult female shown in 
photo while the male is fully winged and 
known as ‘bird of paradise’ because of its long 
showy tall. 


otiletto Fly Pipinnipons 


fascipennis 


30/01/2022 | Yaugher While the adults feed on nectar, honeydew 
and pollen, the larvae live as predators 
seeking prey of the larvae and pupae of other 
flies, beetles, butterflies and moths. 


Square-ended Sidymella 29/01/2022 This ambush spider waits patiently at a flower 
Crab Spider to prey on pollinators. 


Common 


Austroargiolestes | 26/01/2022 


Flatwing icteromelas 


Carlisle River 


26/01/2022 | Carlisle River 


This damselfly is the most common Flatwing 
species within Victoria but is limited to forest 
areas. In our region, found only in the Otways 
and the Brisbane Ranges. An early spring 
species with numbers dropping off 
dramatically in late February. 

First record of the season. Uncommon 
species normally found around swamps and 


contristis in flight or wings open. 
Forest Scorpion | Cercophonius 25/01/2022 | Lorne Observed with UV light trap. This nocturnal 
NM ML creature lives in a burrow within plant litter or 
under bark. Feeds on small invertebrates. 
Red Fungus Achilus flammeus | 25/01/2022 | Lorne Only two observations in our region. This 
Bug planthopper was found during a night survey. 
The nymphs are drab brown and live under 
logs and leaf litter. Little is known about the 
adult despite their very distinctive appearance. 
True Weevil Acantholophus 19/01/2022 | Anglesea Slow moving weevil that feeds on roots and 
Bull ΤΙ. leaves. Unlike other weevils, the beak is very 
short and body well armoured. 
Nomiine Bees Lipotriches 18/01/2022 | Anglesea Generally, ground burrowing nesting bee that 
can form large nesting aggregations. Photo 
shows roosting cluster of males. 


Cup Ringtail Austroestes 
psyche 


Bottlebrush 
Sawfly 


Pterygophorus 
cinctus 


Thanks to the following members who submitted 
observations during this reporting period: 


AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie 
Lingham; «Ρο, Cathy Powers; CWh, Chris White; ΓΑΡ, 
Dale Appleton; DFa, David Flanagan; DTy, David 
Tytherleigh; DBo, David Boyle; DCk ,David Cook; DE, 
Deborah Evans; GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham 
Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham; DHI, Donna Hal; JN, John Newman; KCI, 
Kelly Clitheroe; LFo, Lachie Forbes; LBc, Lindy Buckley; 
L Ph, Lorraine Phelan; LCI, Lynne Clarke; MAI, Margaret 
Alcorn; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MMcD, Margie McDonald; 
NW, Naomi Wells; PCr, Pete Crowcroft; RLw, Rod 
Lowther; RAu, Ross Auchetti; SKr, Susan Kruss; SRo, 
ocott Rolph; THi, Tracey Hinton; TP, Trevor Pescott; 
WCC, Wendy and Colin Cook. 


Note: the GFNC Invertebrates Project is a member-only 
project. For your observations to be included, you must 
join the Project, and this can be done when you enter 
your iNaturalist account. You need only register once. 
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JN 
other still waters. Most records around Enfield 
otate Park. Only a few records in the Otways 
and most from November and December. 


17/1/2022 Belmont The larvae of this species feeds on 
Callistemon/Bottlebrush as name suggests. 
Observations of the species are clustered in 
urban areas in Geelong and Melbourne. 
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February bird observations—some highlights 


s the Barwon River flows downstream from the 

Otway Ranges across the western plains to meander 
through Geelong and into Lake Connewarre, finally 
emptying into Bass Strait at Barwon Heads, it provides 
many types of ideal habitat for a great diversity of bird 
species. Each different part of the river's course is worthy 
of time spent sitting, watching and marvelling at the 
complex interplay between the river, the vegetation and 
the wildlife. This month we highlight many records that 
are intricately tied to the Barwon River in different areas. 


Near Winchelsea is a riverside billabong that has 
attracted a lot of keen observation over many years. 
Known as Karngun Bridges Swamp https://ebird.org/ 
australia/hotspot/L3039410 conditions vary markedly as 
the seasons change. The higher rainfall of recent months 
has provided good breeding conditions for numerous 
species. Great records of juveniles of Yellow-billed 
Spoonbill, White-faced Heron and the rarely noted 
juveniles of White-necked Heron all represent local 
breeding in a mass event more reminiscent of occasional 
breeding in the Murray River wetlands. A gloriously 
plumaged Great Cormorant, resplendent in breeding 
flush with white thighs, cheeks and short nuptial plumes 
and a vivid yellow bare facial skin is surely evidence of 
this species breeding at the site—though other birds 
attending nests could not be found amongst the 
Australasian Darters, Little Pied Cormorants and 
Little Black Cormorants with active nests in the 
wonderful River Red Gums at this delightful site. 


Nearby, a vast flock of 3500 Little Corellas, with a few 
closely related Long-billed Corellas, was seen in the 
vicinity of the Barwon River at Winchelsea, only to 
disperse over the next fortnight. They were presumably 
enjoying food resources provided in the riverside area 
rather than the more predictable grain stores nearby. 
Closer to Geelong, Gang-gang Cockatoos have been 
recorded since late January at several sites in Newtown, 
including Balyang Sanctuary https://ebird.org/australia/ 
hotspot/L2549672 adjoining the Barwon River. We 
always look forward to the movement of these wonderful 
birds into our suburbs as the days shorten towards the 
autumn equinox. 


Our wetlands continue to provide many great records. 
The news of Pink-eared Ducks breeding at Lake Lorne 
provides evidence of a rarely recorded local event for the 
species and a beautifully plumaged Gull-billed Tern at 
Lake Gnarput, during an extensive survey of the western 
lakes, was very satisfying as this is a species rarely 
recorded from our wetlands and lakes. The Little Egret 
colony at Princess Park in Queenscliff https://ebird.org/ 
australia/hotspot/L5250994 has continued to attract 
observation with up to thirty-four birds, including at least 
22 juveniles, recorded in February. Good records of 
Brolgas come from wet areas to the west as well as the 
usual Lake Connewarre complex of wetlands and are 
always sure to be a highlight of birding outings! 


The summer wader count saw many locations surveyed. 
oome highlights included 381 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers 
at Lake Modewarre; and at Sand Island near Queenscliff 
nine Eastern Curlews, 38 Grey Plovers and a very 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


locally rare Greater Sand Plover. A noteworthy 388 
Curlew Sandpipers were recorded at Lake Victoria. The 
Point Impossible Whimbrel is still in the area and nearby 
a Latham's Snipe in the saltmarsh at Bancoora was 
unexpected. A Hooded Plover on the shore of Lake 
Victoria was a good sighting and an adult Black-fronted 
Dotterel with three tiny chicks at Marcus Hill was a thrill 
for the patient observer. Before we leave wetlands and, in 
particular shorebirds, we must note the December record 
of a vagrant to our region, an Australian Pratincole at 


Lake Victoria https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/ 
95101983475. 


A small group of Dusky Woodswallows was found 
breeding at Marcus Hill and, in December, a keen 
observer recorded Spotted Pardalotes with a nest tunnel 
off the side of a rabbit burrow. A good flock of nine 
Weebills at Wallington was a rare record of the species 
on the Bellarine Peninsula. Some diligent and persistent 
observers have been kept busy over recent months 
carefully watching and recording the progress of several 
Blue-winged Parrot nests in fence posts in the Brisbane 
Ranges. 


The presence of Forest Ravens https://ebird.org/ 
australia/species/forrav1 well inland, north of the Otway 
Ranges, was further supported with a record at Kariah, 
north of Camperdown. The very deep baritone call is 
quite different to the calls of its corvid relatives the Little 


Raven https://ebird.org/australia/species/litrav1 and 


Australian Raven https://ebird.org/australia/species/ 
ausrav1. 


Records of Rainbow Bee-eaters submitted this month 
were most welcome. One from the You Yangs and a 
second very interesting record of at least two birds calling 
high overhead flying north over Ceres. Stubble Quail are 
still calling in crops west of Geelong and small flocks of 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos are being seen across 
the region. 


Pleasingly there have been many records of Australian 
Hobby from varied sites across the western farmland, 
inner Geelong suburbs and the Bellarine Peninsula. 
These masters of flight and hunting are a joy to watch as 
exemplified by two Juveniles hawking for flying insects 
over a meadow of Bolboschoenus fringing a wetland 
during a recent Sparrovale survey. A glorious white 
morph Grey Goshawk at Cressy held the attention of 
three observers, as did an adult pair of Wedge-tailed 
Eagles sharing a fresh rabbit kill at Inverleigh and a 
juvenile White-bellied Sea-Eagle feeding on the wing at 
Collendina. 


With sincere thanks to all the dedicated and keen 
observers of birds in our region who submit their records 
to the GFNC website or directly to eBird (please login to 
gain maximum benefit from the links to eBird provided 
above). 
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February butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 
arbled Xenicas have been more plentiful than usual John Newman went looking for blues at the You Yangs 
this season. Common Browns, both male and and found four species on Flinders Peak. 


female, are still numerous and Shouldered Browns have 


been seen at Mt Mercer and in Steiglitz Historic Park. Ημ μμ 


BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig 
Both Imperial and Spotted Jezebels have been recorded. Morley; DTy, David Tytherleigh; FGr, Frances Grundy; 
GA, George Appleby; GP, Graham Possingham; JN, 
John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; PCs, Pat 
Crosbie; RLw, Rod Lowther; THo, Trevor Hodson; ΤΡ. 
Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook. 


The most unexpected observations were three Lesser 
Wanderers; two around Swan Bay and one at Lake 
Modewarre while the observers were doing the summer 
wader count. 


Monarchs were also recorded; two at the Geelong 
Botanic gardens and one at Winchelsea. 


Barred Skipper 26/1/22 | Gellibrand 1; single in roadside 
vegetation; a tiny butterfly. 
4/2/22 Flinders Peak At least 2. 
You Yangs 
12/2/22 | Yarowee River At least 6 here; particularly J 
Mt Mercer attracted to blackberries; 
rarely stopped flying. 


12/2/22 | Meredith-Mt Mercer Rd | At least 5 around profusely 
Meredith flowering roadside Sweet 
Bursaria with many many 


Cabbage Whites. 


Bright Shield-skipper 26/1/22 | Boggy Creek Carlisle 5; several seen in dense 
Hiver creek-side vegetation under 


JN 
JN 
N 


Zz 


Zz 


< < 
O O 


tall shady forest in middle of 
day; hot 36°C. Very active. 


White-banded 12/2/22 | Yarrowee River Just 1 in roadside grass. JN 

Grass-dart Mt Mercer 

Green Grass-dart 4/2/22 Flinders Peak walk oingle on branch beside JN 
You Yangs track. 


Cabbage White 26/1/22 | Carlisle River 150. Clouds of Cabbage 
White butterflies (simply 
100s) along road and over 
abandoned crops of 
brassicas in small farm 
beside Gellibrand-Carlisle 
River Road. Seen over a 
very short distance only. 


| | 10/21/22. | Queenscliff foreshore At least 2. 


Spotted Jezebel 4/2/22 Flinders Peak 2 of these sailing in wind; hill 
You Yangs topping. 


JN, DTy 


JN 
GP 


Imperial Jezebel 1/2/22 Lake Lorne 3 feeding on Eucalyptus GP, JPo 
ficifolia. 


10/2/22 | Queenscliff foreshore At least 2 flitting about. CMo 
14/2/22 | Queenscliff foreshore 
Lesser Wanderer 30/1/22 | Lake Modewarre 


30/1/22 | Swan Bay foreshore 1; seen flying then alighting BL 
on a Shrubby Glasswort. 

30/1/22 | Swan Island Queenscliff | 1; fluttering around and CFr, GA 
alighting on salt bushes. 


13/2/22 | Geelong Botanic 2 in garden beds around the | CFr, GA 
Gardens line of historic fountains, 
frequently being chased by 


20/2/22 Edwards Point 20. Common in scrub; 
Wire-leaf Mistletoe in flower 


Common Brown butterflies. 
16/2/22 | Tunberry garden 1; stunning specimen flew CMo, 
Winchelsea quickly through garden. THo, 

FGr, PCs 
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Yellow Admiral 26/1/22 | Brown Dog Track At least one flying along JN 
Gellibrand overgrown track 10.30 a.m.; 
hot and sunny. 


13/2/22 | Nicholas St Newtown CMo 
N 


Varied Sword-grass 26/1/22 | Boggy Creek 2 seen in vegetation around | JN, Diy 
Brown Carlisle River creek; lots of sedge here. 


Common Brown 12/2/22 | Burchell Trail Steiglitz 100 along Burchell Trailand | J 
Historic Park associated tracks. Mostly 
females; a few shoddy males 
persist. /.30—10.30 a.m.: 
warm day. 


Shouldered Brown 12/2/22 | Yarrowee River 1 in eucalypt. 
Mt Mercer 
12/2/22 | Alliance Track At least 6; vibrant coloured- 
oteiglitz Historic Park crisp plumage. 
Ringed Xenica 12/2/22 | Burchell Trail Just 1. 
oteiglitz Historic Park 
17/2/22 | Bush near Whinray Rd 2 
Meredith 
Marbled Xenica 29/1/22 | Lake Gherang At least 20 in grassy area at 
Buckley south of lake and in lake 
proper. 
4/2/22 Flinders Peak At least 20 over whole area; 
You Yangs very small. 
11/2/22 | Thompson ΤΚ 10+; many, chasing one T 
Otway Ranges another. 
17/2/22 | Bush near Whinray Rd 20—30 WCo 
Meredith 


Chequered Copper — | 7/2/22 RU 


17/2/22 | Bush near Whinray Rd 100, only 20 females 
Meredith 


W 
W 


Co 
JN 
JN 
JN 

Co 
JN 


JN 
p 


Broad-margined Azure | 4/2/22 Flinders Peak At least 2 hill-topping 
You Yangs 4.00—5.50 p.m.; possibly 4. 
Rayed Blue Flinders Peak Single on granite slap beside 
You Yangs path on walk to Flinders 
Peak; approx 3.30 p.m.; 
sunny. 


Two-spotted Line-blue | 4/2/22 Flinders Peak At least 2 at very top of peak, | JN 
You Yangs hill topping in flowering 
eucalypt (E. ovata ?). 


Saltbush Blue 4/2/22 Flinders Peak At least 10. JN 
You Yangs 


c ς. 
Zz L 


d A s 


Two-spotted Line-blue, You Yangs 4/2/22 Lesser Wanderer, Sand Island 30/1/22 


Photo: John Newman Photo: Chrissy Freestone 
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February fauna report 


everal very interesting observations have come in 

during the last month, including the extraordinary 
discovery of a Yellow-bellied Sea-snake on the beach 
near Torquay. We also have a number of mammal 
sightings made at night from the Brisbane Ranges and 
the Otway forest. The next month or two look promising 
as well, with fine weather likely to prevail, so please keep 
sending observations to the club webpages so we can 
better understand the wonderful diversity of mammals, 
reptiles and amphibians that occur locally. 


Short-beaked Echidna: one was seen next to Spring 
Creek Track in the Brisbane Ranges at 9.42 p.m. on 3 
February; others have been seen on the same section of 
the track several times (RAu). 


Koala: one was heard calling at night at Yaugher (SI) on 
4 January, another was seen on the Old Carlisle Track in 
the Otways on 29 January (SKr), and on 31 January a 
male was heard calling from near the centre of Bamganie 
otate Forest (RAu). On 3 February a large male was 
seen next to Spring Creek in the Brisbane Ranges at 9.33 
p.m. (RAu) and on 18 February one was found sitting on 
the edge of the Forrest-Barwon Downs Road at Yaugher 
(TP). 


Common Ringtail Possum: on 31 January three were 
seen near the eastern fence of Bamganie State Forest 
between 9.40 and 11.10 p.m., then between 8.30 p.m. 
and 2.00 a.m. on 3-4 February ‘I walked the entire length 
of Loop, Spring Creek and Island Tracks, and half of 
Farm Track and counted a total of 45 ringtails. Two were 
Juveniles, most were by themselves but some were seen 
in pairs' (RAu). On 11 February at least one was heard 
twittering’ on Bridge Track at Sayers Track in the Otways 
(GL,CMo), and on 16 February the ‘trilling’ call was heard 
beside Delaneys Road in the Otways (CMo). 


Sugar Glider: four were seen foraging in the lower 
branches of eucalypts and acacias at the eastern end of 
Loop Track in the Brisbane Ranges between 9.42 and 
11.39 p.m. on 3 February (RAu). 


Yellow-bellied Glider: at least six were heard calling 
from Bridge Track at Sayers Track at night on 11 
February—they were very vocal, calling on and off for an 
extended period (GL,CMo). On 16 February two were 
heard calling aggressively from beside the Benwerrin-Mt 
oabine Road at night and later several were heard beside 
Delaneys Road near Barwon Downs (CMo). 


Common Brushtail Possum: an adult with a young on 
her back was photographed at night on a movement- 
activated camera at Ocean Grove on / February—' think 
| Know now who is eating our strawberries!’ (BL). At least 
one at Bridge Track/Sayers Track in the Otways, 
clambering around, quite noisy, on 11 February 
(GL,CMo). 
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Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Red-necked Wallaby: one grazing on the verge of 
Delaneys Road near Barwon Downs on 16 February at 
7.45 p.m., sunset 8.22 p.m. (CMo). 


Swamp Wallaby: one hopped off into the forest from the 
grassy verge of Delaneys Road near Barwon Downs at 
6.41 p.m., sunset 8.22 p.m. (CMo). 


Little Forest Bat: on 13 January one was found alive 
and unharmed in a bird-bath in the Wilsons' Leopold 
garden (per TP); one caught in a harp trap on Spring 
Creek, Torquay as part of an on-going fauna survey on 
14 February (GSt ΓΡ). 


Lesser Long-eared Bat: on 14 February one was caught 
in a harp trap on Spring Creek, Torquay (Gst, TP). 


Red Fox: as seen from the pump-house, Moolap salt- 
works on 6 February— three foxes were running back 
and forth along the first northern levee bank. Observed 
one snatch a Little Egret from shallow water—not 
something expected to be seen first thing in the morning! 
All foxes seemed to be in healthy condition’ (DT y). One 
was noted trotting along the side of the Barwon 
Downs-Forrest Road at 1.00 p.m. on 12 February (CMo). 


Fallow Deer: two were seen beside the Ridge Road, 
Gellibrand on 12 February; one was a female, the other a 
young male (CMo). 


Brown Hare: one noted at the Western Treatment Plant 
on 30 January; on 24 January another in poorer condition 
was also seen there (SKr). 


Eastern Banjo Frog: one heard calling from a swimming 
pool (untreated water) in Highton on 30 January 
(GP,JPo). A few were heard calling from a swampy 
drainage-line beside Avalon Road near Dandos Road on 
30 January (CFr,GA). On 31 January about five were 
heard calling from the southern end of Bamganie State 
Forest at 9.00 p.m.; from 9.26 to 11.10 p.m. another 11 
were either heard, or seen on or near, the track in the 
middle of the same area where there is one natural water 
body and an artificial one nearby (RAu). 


Common Eastern Froglet: a few were heard calling from 
a swampy drainage line beside Avalon Road near 
Dandos Road on 30 January (CFr,GA). 


Spotted Grass (Marsh) Frog: a few were heard calling 
from a swampy drainage line beside Avalon Road near 
Dandos Road on 30 January (CFr,GA). 


Eastern Smooth Frog: several were heard calling from a 
fire dam at the Sharps Road campsite in the Otways on 3 
February (GP,JPo). 


Marbled Gecko: on 7 February one was discovered ‘in a 
large pile of bricks that have been in place for a month, 
waiting for me to create some edging to our gardens; it 
may have arrived in firewood last winter’ (BL). 


Black Rock Skink: one basking on a rock in the Flinders 
Peak Lower Car-park at the You Yangs on 4 February 
(JN). 


Pale-flecked Garden Sun-skink (Garden Skink): one 
active on the side of Thompsons Track near Newcombes 
opur [rack in the Otways on 11 February (TP). 


Southern Forest Cool-skink (Coventry's Skink): one 
basking on some dry vegetation at Yaugher on 30 
January (TP). 


Jacky Lizard: one observed on the track to Flinders 
Peak, You Yangs, on 4 February at 6.15 p.m. (JN). On 11 
February two small individuals, each about 15 cm long, 
were seen basking on the side of the walking track in 
Ironbark Basin (GGt). One noted in coastal scrub off 
Ocean Road at Point Lonsdale on 17 February (GP,JPo). 


Eastern Brown Snake: one noted at Little Ripley 
Reserve on 15 February (TP). 


Tiger Snake: on 10 February a small individual, about 
30cm long, was seen in the Ironbark Basin, Point Addis 
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Yellow-bellied Sea-snake, Pt 
Roadknight 13/3/75 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Yaugher pre-fire fauna survey 


Over the last few years, | have been searching for Long- 
nosed Potoroos in the Yaugher section of the Otway 
Forest Park which covers public land west of the 
Forrest-Birregurra Road and south of Seven Bridges 
Road. My concern lies in the impact planned burns have 
on these uncommon marsupials. 


| have used the club’s movement-activated cameras at 
14 sites but located potoroos at only four of them. One of 
the four was subjected to a burn in 2010 and because the 
area had damp patches in it the fire was low intensity. 
Another site which had a large potoroo population was 
burnt in a very hot fire in 2014 and the only record since 
was a Solitary photograph of one in 2021. Three of the 
four sites are off Boundary Road in the south-west 
section of the park. 


On 31 January | received an email from Mel Calwell, 
DELWP biodiversity officer for Barwon South West Forest 
Fire Management Operations, requesting a meeting to 
talk about the biodiversity values of the area, particularly 
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on 10 February; it was unbanded and had a grey head. It 
moved very quickly under trackside vegetation (GGt). 


Yellow-bellied Sea-snake: one washed ashore at Cosy 
Corner, Torquay on 6 February. It was about 1 m long 
and still fairly active. It was collected by representatives 
of Zoos Victoria (GGt). 


A quick check on ALA suggests there are three previous 
local records, but each with multiple entries. The first was 
one found on the beach near Point Roadknight on 13 
March 1975; the second at Eastern View on 9 March 
1980; and the third was at Fairhaven on 25 March 201. 
There are others from eastern Victoria. They are truly 
pelagic reptiles that will often float on seaweed but are 
helpless if washed ashore. 


Observers: BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; 
(Μο, Craig Morley; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GA, George 
Appleby; GGt, Geoff Gates; GL, Grace Lewis; GP, 
Graham Possingham; Gst, Graeme Stockton; JN, John 
Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; RAu, Ross Auchettl; 
SI, Shona Innes; SKr, Susan Kruss; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


“As Sree 


Yellow-bellied Sea-snake washed ashore at Cosy Corner, 
Torquay 6/2/22 


Photo: Geoff Gates 


in regard to the location where | have found potoroos. 
She outlined the work she has been involved in, 
particularly in the Carlisle Heath. 


As a result of this discussion the sites of this summer's 
planned burns at Yaugher are not in any of the areas 
where | have located potoroos. When this is unavoidable 
in the future, particular care will be taken to minimise any 
adverse impacts on the potoroos, using experience 
gained at Carlisle Heath and elsewhere. 


The value of the Yaugher population of Long-nosed 
Potoroos appears to now be acknowledged. 


It has also opened an opportunity for us to carry out 
fauna surveys immediately prior to the fires, then monitor 
the same sites over coming years to record in some small 
way the recovery of the fauna. 


The first dates proved impossible to meet. However, we 
carried out a survey at five sites each with 10—15 small 
Elliott traps over the weekend 24—2/ February. The 
results will be published in the next Geelong Naturalist. 
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GFNC excursion and Fauna Survey 
Excursion Sunday 20 March 2022 


Erskine Falls property, Otway Ranges—invertebrates hunt 
Leader: Peter Crowcroft 


This excursion will investigate wet forest habitat on a 25 acre private property near Erskine Falls in the Otway Ranges. 
Lots to explore! As well as noting the plants, fungi and birds at the site, we will spend time hunting for some of the 
unique invertebrates of the Otway Ranges. We may even find the fascinating Velvet Worm, a living fossil from ancient 
times. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at Blanket Leaf Picnic area, Erskine Falls Rd about 6 km from the Great Ocean Road in Lorne. (Or 
come at 8.00 a.m. if you wish to accompany the Fauna Survey group as they check traps). The car park area is 
well signed as you approach. It is a five minute walk from the Blanket Leaf car park to the private property. 


Please note the excursion site is steep and well vegetated without made pathways. There are many trip 
hazards that will make it difficult for those who are less nimble. 
Also, the nearest toilets are located at Blanket Leaf Picnic ground. 


Bring: Drinks, snacks/lunch. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, hand lens, sunscreen, insect repellent, camera, field 
guides will all be useful. Gloves, a hand trowel and a kneeling mat may assist, as well as a backpack to carry 
everything. 


Finish: around 2.00 p.m. 
Contact: Peter Crowcroft 0412 044 127 


Fauna survey 
17—20 March 2022 
Erskine Falls property, Otway Ranges 


The fauna survey will be undertaken at the same site as the excursion. There is a flat area suitable for some 
self-sufficient walk-in tent camping. Alternatively there are Parks Victoria camp grounds at Allenvale (walk-in camping) 
or Big Hill. 


Meet at Blanket Leaf Picnic area, Erskine Falls Rd about 6 km from the Great Ocean Road in Lorne 
Thursday 17 March: meet at 1.00 p.m. to set out traps 
Friday 18—Sunday 20 March: meet at 8.00 a.m. to check traps. 


Contact: Alison and Phil Watson 0400 570 229 


Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 24 March 2022 


Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
Leader: Kerry Haddon 


This is a chance to see a range of bush birds at the OGNR where members of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
have been observing birds since 1961. The Reserve contains over 140 ha of various habitats and is the largest patch 
of intact natural bush on the Bellarine Peninsula. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. Access is via Grubb Rd, but the sign to the reserve can be hard to see, especially if coming from 
Geelong. Once you turn off Grubb road and into the reserve, follow the dirt road until you reach the main 
carpark area. Here you'll find a toilet block, visitor information centre, picnic tables, and our group members. 


For those who prefer GPS Coordinates they are: -38.24284, 144.53127 


Bring: Please wear good walking shoes and bring sunblock, insect repellent and a rain coat. Check the weather 
beforehand and come suitably attired. Please make sure you also bring plenty of water, morning tea, a chair and 
your binoculars. 


Finish: about 12.30 p.m. 
Contact: Kerry Haddon 0421 187 249 
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Coming events 


Excursions are running normally and it is no longer necessary to register or use QR codes to sign in. 
For indoor meetings face masks must be worn if social distancing cannot be observed, a QR check-in (or written check-in) Is 
required, and participants must be fully vaccinated. 


MARCH 2022 

Ί General Meeting: Jules Farquhar—Glossy Grass Skinks 
and other threatened lizards of the Geelong region 

6 Clean up Australia Day at Jerringot, Seaview Park 


17-20 Fauna survey: Erskine Falls property, Otway Ranges 

17 Bird Group: Dean Ingwerson—Regent Honeyeater: a 
critically endangered songbird 

20 Excursion: Otway invertebrates 

21 Meeting (Mon): Conservation Subcommittee 

24 Bird Group Excursion: Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

25-28 SEANA camp—Portland FNC 

20 Meeting (Mon): GFN Environment Fund committee 


APRIL 2022 

5 AGM—Members Night: Andy McCauley from the ‘Save 
Karaaf Wetlands’ campaign 

7-10 Fauna survey: TBC 

11 Plant Group: Excursion 

12 Plant Group: Meeting 

21 Bird Group: Laura Tan—Little Raven predation of Little 
Penguins/ Glossy Black-Cockatoos 

24 Excursion: Brisbane Ranges—Anakie Gorge 

26 Meeting (Tue): New committee 

28 Bird Group Excursion: Anglesea 


29—May 2 City Nature Challenge BioBlitz Weekend 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2021-2022 


President Vacant 
Vice-President Vacant 
Immediate past President Rod Lowther 
oecretary Graham Possingham 
Treasurer Graham Possingham 
Minutes Secretary Kristine Kristensen 
Committee Members Trevor Hodson 

Craig Morley 


Tracey Hinton 
Bernie Lingham 
Naomi Wells 
Chris White 


g.possingham@gmail.com 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
kristinedawn@gmail.com 
doctiny@bigpond.com 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
naomicwells@gmail.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer Deborah Evans 
Conservation Subcommittee Chair Chris White 
Publications and Communication Bernie Lingham 
Subcommittee Chair 

Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) Bernie Lingham 


Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 


Librarian Lorraine Phelan 
Web-master Graham Possingham 
Geelong Bird Report Editor Craig Morley 
General Meeting Minutes 

Program Coordinator Vacant 

Bird Group Craig Morley 
Fauna Group Trevor Pescott 
Plant Group Barry Lingham 
Club Convenors: 

General Meetings Vacant 

General excursions Vacant 

Bird Group excursions Lynne Clarke 


Copyright 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjanes@gmail.com 
alisonw5//@gmail.com 
lohelan@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorleyo@bigpond.com 
ppescott@gmail.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. This publication and 
its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other countries. 
Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own 
personal use, for non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may 
not alter content and must attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field 


Naturalists Club Inc. where no author Is listed. 
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